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water their ponies. They discovered our presence, and at onoc ha ened away. Of course it was useless now to attempt a surprise, a the intention to cross the river the following morning was abandon*
At early dawn the next day (the llth instant), the Indians * peared in strong force on the river bank opposite us, and openec brisk fire upon us from their rifles. No attention was paid to th< until encouraged by this they had collected at several points in f view, and within range of our rifles, when about thirty of our b marksmen, having posted themselves along the bank, opened a wi directed fire upon the Indians and drove them back to cover.
In the mean time strong parties of Indians were reported by c pickets to be crossing the river below and above us, their ponies a themselves being so accustomed to the river as to render this ope tion quite practicable for them. Captain French, commanding 1 right wing, was directed to watch the parties crossing below, wL Colonel Hart, commanding the left wing, posted a force to dischai this duty with regard to parties crossing above. It would have be possible, perhaps, for us to have prevented the Indians from effe ing a crossing, at least when they did, but I was not only willi but anxious that as many of them should come over as were so c posed. They were soon reported as moving to the bluffs immedia ly in rear of us from the river. Lieutenant Brush was directed employ his scouts in watching and reporting their movements-duty which they discharged in a thorough manner.
While this was transpiring I had mounted my command a formed it in line close under the bluffs facing from the river, wh we quietly waited the attack of the Indians in our front. The sha shooting across the river still continued, the Indians having collecl some of their best shots—apparently armed with long-range rifles and were attempting to drive our men back from the water's ed, It was at this time that my standing orderly, Private Tuttle, of "! troop, 7th Cavalry, one of the best marksmen in my command, tc a sporting Springfield rifle and posted himself, with two other m< behind cover on the river bank, and began picking off the Indij as they exposed themselves on the opposite bank. He had obtaii the range of the enemy's position early in the morning, and was a to place his shots wherever desired. It was while so engaged i. he observed an Indian in full view near the river. Calling the att